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Getting into a Legacy Giving Frame of Mind

Starting at Point A...

• I don't like thinking about my death!   
• What if my kids need the money?
• Setting up legacy giving seems complex and expensive.
• What if my situation changes, and I change my mind?
• And finally: What do I want done with the money?
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Getting into a Legacy Giving Frame of Mind

...and journeying to Point B

• (I still don't like thinking about my death! But oh well)
• My kids won’t need the money.
• If I do a bequest, it can be very easy and cheap.
• With a bequest, I can change my mind at any time.
• Rotary Foundation is a great destination for legacy giving



Why Leave a Legacy to Rotary?



Rotarians Watch Over Your Legacy 
• Rotary Foundation grants are Rotarian-designed, Rotarian-

initiated, Rotarian-controlled, Rotarian-managed.
• Rotarians get to say where the money goes to do good, and make 

sure it happens.
• The Trustees, the Directors, and many of the Executive Staff 

(and the clubs, of course!) are Rotarians
• The Board of Directors establishes policy for Rotary International 

and provides guidance that helps our clubs thrive. 
• Clubs elect the members of the Board every year at the Rotary 

International Convention, and each director serves for two years.



A top rating of 4 stars from Charity 
Navigator for 17 consecutive years

TOP RATINGS
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WAYS TO LEAVE 
A LEGACY
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Two Ways to Participate:

1. A new bequest of $10,000 or more

2. An outright gift of $10,000 or more



EASIEST:  A BEQUEST

$10,000 or more

Name TRF as a Beneficiary of a:
• Retirement plan
• Life insurance
• Will

Tell The Rotary Foundation about it

Modify or cancel at any time
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Only earnings are 
distributed—never 
principal

Invested as part of the 
TRF Endowment

NAMED ENDOWMENT



EXAMPLE: BEQUEST, ENDOWMENT, SHARE

Suppose you make a ...

1. $100,000 bequest, establishing your...

2. Named Endowment, distributing to the...

3. SHARE allocation system

The result?



EXAMPLE: BEQUEST, ENDOWMENT, SHARE

The Result (when you pass):

Your Endowment distributes $4,000 per year on average 
to SHARE:

• $2,000 goes to World Fund
• $950 goes to District 6450
• $950 goes to Downers Grove club as DDF

Any return above 5% is reinvested, growing your endowment



EXAMPLE: BEQUEST, ENDOWMENT, SHARE

In other words...

You have set up fellow Rotarians to
 do good forever, for people who need it 

most, in increasing measure!





EXAMPLE: BEQUEST, ENDOWMENT, SHARE
Consider how this gift would affect our global water grant:

1. $10,000 in DDF is expected to be available from the District
2. $4,720 in DDF has come back to our club from prior giving
3. $11,760 from 80% DDF match by World Fund for global grants

Your gift would be reflected in all those places: the District DDF, 
the club-allocated DDF, the World Fund match.

(And your endowment would be recognized for club & district DDF)



NAMED ENDOWED FUND GROWTH
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Rachel Greenhoe
Senior Major Gifts Officer
847.866.3476
Rachel.Greenhoe@rotary.org

OR: legacy@rotary.org

OR:
Chris Walquist
rotary@walquist.net

CONTACT

mailto:legacy@rotary.org
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